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Meeting Location: 
Alliance Church 
37 Old Stage Rd, 
Essex Junction, VT 
 

6:30-7:00:      

*Welcome to all 

*Adjourn to Sanctuary 

7:00-End: 

*Anne Gallo and Sue 

  Raban 

*Business Meeting 

*Show and Tell 

 

The Guild  Board Needs Your Help and Support!! 

  
 I can't believe it is almost April. One would not know it by looking out the window. 
We still have tons of snow and horribly high snow banks from the last incredible 
snowstorm that we had. And today it is warm and pouring outside. I know that it 
will melt some of the snow, but it is causing problems in some areas because of 
flooding. I hope none of you are having those problems. Hopefully, by our April 
meeting we will see grass in some areas - maybe even some crocuses. I hope if the 
Nominating Committee calls you, you will consider being one of our officers or com-
mittee chairs next year. It is a truly worthwhile commitment and you will get to 
know more people. We have a very good board, so the work is spread out - no one 
has to do it all. See you at the April meeting. 
                                                        
                                                                       Rita Bortz, President 

April 5-6, 2011: Anne Gallo & Susan Raban 

 

Anne and Susan have shared their tips and techniques 

across the country and internationally. Having worked with 

Mary Ellen Hopkins for many years, their focus is precision 

machine piecing.  Join us for their great trunk show incor-

porating quilts from their 25 years of collaboration starting 

with the first quilts to their latest efforts with an emphasis 

on the latest works. 

Silent Auction 
 
Silent Auction quilts for our show in October are being accepted by Marty DelNevo 
(Sundby) who can be found at the Membership Table before our monthly  
meetings.  Please make sure to attach your name to your quilt before turning it 
in.  If you're undecided about what to make for the Silent Auction, wall hanging 
sized quilts, table runners, and table toppers always do well.  Art-type quilts, sea-
sonal colors, and holiday themes draw attention from bidders as well. 
 
                                                        Marty DelNevo 

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.yankeequilts.com%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHh32TKeYaYF4yWEkIXj-LEua_cvw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.yankeequilts.com%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHh32TKeYaYF4yWEkIXj-LEua_cvw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.yankeequilts.com%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHh32TKeYaYF4yWEkIXj-LEua_cvw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.yankeequilts.com%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHh32TKeYaYF4yWEkIXj-LEua_cvw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.yankeequilts.com%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHh32TKeYaYF4yWEkIXj-LEua_cvw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.yankeequilts.com%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHh32TKeYaYF4yWEkIXj-LEua_cvw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.yankeequilts.com%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHh32TKeYaYF4yWEkIXj-LEua_cvw
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                 Quilt Show 2011  

 

Hello, everyone – 
I want to take this opportunity to update you on the 2011 Quilt Show.  We have already 
had a very busy month, with many decisions having been made.  You may have heard 

rumblings about the show not being able to be at Shelburne Farm’s Coach Barn this year.  It’s true!  The 
condition of the field and road in November, according to our contact at Shelburne Farms, is such that they 
decided not to rent the Coach Barn after October each year.  Also, for this year they have each weekend 
booked from the middle of June through the end of October.  Ah, well – change is good, right?  In this case, 
we hope so.  We have found a marvelous new venue for the show.  It will be at The Fieldhouse in Shel-
burne.  That is Shelburne Health & Fitness’s facility on Athletic Drive (2nd right off Harbor Road).  We are 
very excited about the move.  It is going to allow us more space than we have had which, of course, means 
more room for displaying quilts (no limit this year on the number allowed to be entered!), more vendors and 
potentially more special displays.  Further, the timing of the show is moved up to Columbus Day weekend 
(October 8th-9th) which puts it during leaf-peeper season – more attendees!   
Our theme this year is ―Once Upon a Time…‖ which brings thoughts of special books we have read from 
which we can draw inspiration.  Although the title implies children’s tales, books we’ve read and continue to 
read as adults appeal just as much to the imagination.  For instance, it is not a stretch for me to find a 
theme in James Herriot’s ―All Creatures Great and Small‖.  Or perhaps I’ll draw my theme from the book I 
am currently reading on immigration in America.  See where this is going? 
A final update for this month – all positions for quilt show committee chairs are filled.  I repeat, all are filled.  
That is amazing!  I do not even have to appeal for volunteers to help out on the committee.  This is truly an 
exciting year!  (Keep in mind, however, we will be looking for volunteers for the show itself as October 
draws near.  Think about how you would like to contribute – white gloves, silent auction, admissions, craft 
table, etc. and we’ll be in touch. ) Also, for anyone who was considering joining the Quilt Show Committee, 
this is a great year to do it as the committee chairs would love to mentor next year’s chairs.   

Ever onward,  June Sweeney 

THEME / CHALLENGE QUILT 2011 

The theme for this year’s quilt show is ―Once Upon a Time ….. ―. Does this remind you 
of a favorite book, fairy tale, nursery rhyme, poem or story? Can you picture a quilted 
wall hanging from one of the scenes? Well that is your task for the theme/challenge 
quilt. The rules are quite easy: They are: 
 

1.   Wall hanging represents ―Once Upon a Time ….‖ 
2.   Perimeter not to exceed 144 inches. 
3. A 3‖x 5‖ Card attached to lower right corner, explaining your source and why you chose this  
     particular story. A copy of a book cover or page of an article that can be pinned to the quilt. 
4. Finished hangings will be displayed at the October guild meeting and members will vote for their 
     favorite piece. 

 
To enter in CVQG Show, registration form must be completed by deadline. 

 
We are excited about this theme and can see endless possibilities for the challenge. 
 

                                                                              Ruth Whitaker and Andre Emmell 
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2010-2011 Officers & Committees 
President – Rita Bortz 
VP – Andre Emmell  
Secretary – Barbara Carter  
Treasurer – June Sweeney             
Program Co-Chairs – Janet Brunet & 
Joanne Lattrell  
Membership: Marty DelNevo 
Webmaster: Priscilla Roehm 

Quilt Show Chairman: Barbara Carter 
             and June Sweeney 
Librarian – Claire Graham-Smith 
Bus Trips – ??? 
Tea Cup Auction – Ruth will continue    
             organizing  food. 
Silent Auction – Marty DelNevo 
Charity Quilts – Shirley Fuller & Wendy 
            Thompson  

Quilt Retreat – Teela Dufresne 
Stocking Raffle – Ruth Whitaker 
Photographer – Karey Young  
Historian – Joanne Guillemette  
Storage Area – Linda Lees and Claire  
            Graham-Smith 
Raffle Blocks – Anne Standish and 
           Claire Graham-Smith 

Info Booth – Pam Farnsworth 
Christmas Stockings – Donna Johnson  
Green Mountain Rep – Claire Graham- 
            Smith 
Sunshine – Sue Rivers  
Newsletter—Esther Nui 

 

 
 

 

Apr. 5-6: Anne Gallo & Sue Raban  
May 3-4: Nancy Prince  
June 7: Potluck Supper & Teacup  
 Auction 

Programs at a Glance 
(See our website for detailed 

information) 

Bus Trips 
  

I wonder if all of you have noticed that no one is planning a bus trip for this spring or summer. That's be-
cause no one has stepped up to do it. Ruth Whitaker did this for many, many years. Now it is time for 
someone else to step up to do it. I'm sure Ruth would pass on all her tips to help the next person. Please 
consider doing this!                                                Rita Bortz 

Volunteers Needed for 2012 
The members of the nominating committee for the 2012 slate of new 
officers are Ruth Whitaker, Joanne Guillmette and Andre Emmell. 
   This is the time of the year that we need members to step up and 
volunteer to spend some of their time keeping us running like a well 
maintained sewing  
machine. However, like any organization, we have our problems. We 
need NEW and long term members to help keep us running as an or-
ganization in the community and state. Please get involved. Keep this 
organization vibrant and viable. 
   We need a Vice-President for the coming year. I stepped into this 
job this year but as a  guild member of three years I will be your 
GUILD president in 2012. Many of you know and understand the 
needs of the guild for the Burlington area much better than I ever will. 
I need members to step out and help keep community projects going. 
   I know certain members have been holding many of the same re-
sponsibilities for many years. They would now like to step back and 
mentor members to undertake these positions so we can continue our 
great community work. Several board members have held their posi-
tions for a long time. We need your energy and support to keep our 
Guild vital and active. Please speak to me or send me an email at  
emmellandre@gmail.com.                                     Andre Emmell  

Splinters from the Board 
 

Brief overview of discussions held at CVQG board meeting held March 
11, 2011  

We discussed upcoming  programs and considered the purchase of a 
digital projector. A nominating committee has been formed and has 
names of people to approach for various positions.  
We need volunteers to work on Community Quilts. The ladies who have 
undertaken this task for many years need a break.  We considered the 
best way to encourage people to step up and take on a portion of this 
work. The Treasurers’ report and quilt show were also discussed. 
A motion was made and passed. As an incentive, volunteers coordinat-
ing events/activities are exempt from payment. 
                 Teela Dufresne, Substitute Recording Secretary 

Tea Cup Auction 

 

Diane Larrabee, Carol Thurgate, and Gail Babinger will again organize the Tea Cup Auction for this year.  We 
will try to have the same format as last year.  We are in need of baskets or decorative boxes to package 
things in. If you would like to donate such items please leave at the church near the library area, the same as 
last year.  Also bring in items you would like to donate.  We’ll accept items up till May.  Please do not bring 
items in June. Only donate items in good reasonable condition. No junk, or broken items please.  We have 
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Champlain Valley Quilters’ Guild Minutes, March 1st, 2011 
 

    President Rita Bortz welcomed members and guests and asked committee chairs to have budget informa-
tion ready for the April meeting. 
 

     Janet Brunet, program co-chair reminded members of the thread painting class to be given next month 
and announced that it would be open to non-members after this meeting.  She introduced the owners of lo-
cal quilt stores and acknowledged all they do to help us as quilters and thanked them for their hard work. 
She mentioned Tammy Breckinridge, June Bugbee, Jennifer Haydock and Judy Thomas. 
 

    Joanne Latrell program co chair introduced the evening’s speaker, author Marie Bostwick, who has written 
several books set in a quilt shop. She gave an entertaining talk about her journey as an author and showed 
slides of the quilts she has made to share her stories.  
 

    After the break, Rita chaired the business meeting. 
 

    President Elect Andre Emmell asked members to consider volunteering as president elect or a committee 
chair. Community quilts is especially in need of help.  
 

    Community Quilts co chair Wendy Thompson reminded members that the Community Quilts workshop will 
be held April 9th at the Teen Center, starting at 10:00 am. Some quilt angels need to pick up their certifi-
cates and pins. The winner of the drawing from names of those turning in work was Nichole Chalander. 
  

    Teela Dusfresne, as volunteer chair for VQF announced she is taking names of volunteers for VQF. There 
are lots of pre-show spots to fill. Four hours volunteer time gives you advance registration for classes.  

Teela also reminded members of the spring retreat at Camp Abnacki. Money is due at the April meeting.  
 

    June Sweeney, co chair of the CVQG Show announced the dates will be October 8th and 9th and that the 
show will be held at the Shelburne Health and Fitness Center. The theme will be Once Upon a Time. Be-
cause of the change in date, deadlines will be earlier than in past years. Ruth Whitaker talked about the quilt 
challenge. Quilts must represent a book, not necessarily a children’s book.  They will be presented and voted 
on at the October meeting and must be registered for the show the same way as any other entry.  
 

    Teela and Hope Johnson presented the raffle quilt ―Once Upon a Christmas‖ and told its story.  The top, 
pieced by Rose Orr, was given to the Community Quilt committee. Shirley Fuller felt it would make a good 
raffle quilt and asked the show committee to make a decision. It was agreed it would make a lovely raffle 
quilt. It was quilted by Anne Harmon, and Shirley applied the binding. Anyone wanting to make and  
donate a raffle quilt for another year is invited to present their idea to the show committee. 
 

    Phyllis Billings and Priscilla Roehm are in charge of the volunteers selling raffle tickets for the fair. They 
asked for volunteers and talked about a new way of handling the money. To ease life for Phyllis and Priscilla, 
they requested the first volunteer for the day pick up the cash box from their home in the morning and the 
last volunteer for the day return it to their home in the evening.   
 

    Pam Farnsworth, information table chair, announced the winners of the name tag raffle. Shop Hop pass-
ports were won by Michelle Scilla and Mary Young. Pam explained the shop hop and mentioned passports 
are available now at area quilt shops.  
 

    Membership chair, Marty del Nevo said 6 new members joined at this meeting and welcomed them to the 
group. As chair of the silent auction at the show, she asked people to think about making and contributing a 
wall hanging. Seasonal items go well, as well as table runners, advent calendars  and items that are different 
in some way. Those made with the best attention to detail do best. She will need them by the October 
meeting and needs to know who made each one. 
 

Newsletter chair Esther Nui, presented the guidelines for the sharing corner of the newsletter and also re-
minded members they may post a free classified ad in the newsletter. 
 

The tea cup auction chairs are in need of baskets and boxes for the auction, which is held in June. They will 
accept items in great condition until the May meeting.  
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 (March minutes continued) 

     
Stocking Raffle chair Ruth Whitaker presented the basket to new member Marilyn Vlasak. The basket was 
prepared and donated by Connie Macdonald. 
  

    Raffle block chair Anne Standish explained the raffle block for May and showed the fabric she has ready. 
Mitzi Oakes won the blocks for both February and March. 
 

    The January minutes were accepted on motion of Ruth Whitaker and Teela Dusfresne.  
    The meeting was adjourned on motion of Andre Emmell and Caroline Edmunds.  
                                                                                                                                       Barbara Carter 

Our Sharing Corner 

From Karen Martin: 

Here's a little suggestion that others might find helpful:  I like to make bias bindings for my handmade 
quilts.  I usually have some binding left over after the binding is sewn to the quilt.  I save these pieces for 
making a hit-or-miss binding for a future quilt. 
 

From Claire Graham-Smith: 

I recently visited a new-ish, 2 yr old quilt shop and thought people might like to know more about it. Water-
wheel House in Londonderry, new to the Shop Hop this year is great. It is a big shop in an old white house 
complete with hanging quilts on the porch. They specialize in modern fresh fabric (lots of Kaffee Fasset, Amy 
Butler and the like). They sell wool and embellishing supplies that can be hard to find. It is a long drive from 
Burlington, 2 1/4 hours or so, but it's a shop worth considering for a special trip. It is also close to Chester's 
Country Treasures, which is another great store. The address is 6795 Route 100 Londonderry 05148 and 
Shelley (802-824-5700) is the owner. 
 
From Esther Nui: 
I am attempting to pick up the skill of machine quilting. My books recommend using quilter clips to control 
the bulk of the quilt but do not specify a particular brand or type of clip. Can anyone in the Guild steer me in 
the right direction of the correct quilter clip to purchase or do they all work as well? I have seen oval ones 
and round ones made in plastic or metal. I have also read a suggestion about making your own quilter clip 
out of plastic adult bracelets. Please send me an email at esthernui@yahoo.com  Thank you. 

COMMUNITY QUILTS 
Reserve this date!  Community Quilt workshop is on Saturday, April 9th at the EAC Teen Center. 10-5, 
lunch included.   
Come for the day or just a few hours. This is a great opportunity to meet others and get involved. There are 
opportunities to machine quilt, (bring your own machine), piece tops, create machine quilting kits (we pro-
vide batting and choice of backings), plenty of handwork as well as making labels and bindings. Lots of 
snacks are brought to share and coffee and water always available.  
 We will be doing our final distributions for this year in May - so keep bringing the quilts to the Guild meet-
ings! We have lots of new kits to be stitched so it's not too early to stock up for summer!! Spring is coming!! 
                                                                                                     Shirley Fuller (safuller50@gmail.com) 

Stocking Corner   
  

    For the remainder of the year, there are kits available at each meeting. I'm located just past the commu-
nity quilt table in the lobby. All of the stocking kits now have the pattern traced on the liner fabric, courtesy 
of the hard work of those that participated in January's workshop. Come pick out your favorite fabric to turn 
into a stocking!                                                                                                           Donna Johnson 
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CVQG Programs -2010-2011 
 

Please remember to stop at the Programs table at our meetings to get information about upcoming speakers 

and workshops.  Janet Brunet & Joanne Lattrell (Programs co-chairs) 
 

 

April 6: Susan Raban and Anne Gallo 

 This workshop is almost full.  Please check availability before mailing in your registration.   

           Programs@cvqgvt.org 

 Workshop –  Wednesday, April 6 – Shapes, Tools and Making it Right 

 Time: 9:00-3:30 Cost: $40 

 Location: Essex Alliance Church, Old Stage Road, Essex 

 

Students will learn to use the tools needed to make the geometric shapes for their quilts.  Anne and 

Susan do everything in a simple straight forward way.  They 

have found in their many years of teaching that some quilters 

never learn to break down the blocks to their simplest units, 

make each unit accurately, and then put them together to cre-

ate blocks and finally a quilt.  After everyone has learned to 

make these shapes, they will be given a pattern for a suggested 

layout using the shapes they make.  Each student gets to use 

every tool and is provided his or her own instruction sheet for 

reference.   

 

 

 

 

 

May 3-4, 2011: Nancy Prince 

 

 Nancy Prince, an award winning quilt artist from Orlando, Florida, specializes in 
 thread painting. Her anyone-can-do-it approach to thread painting is fun, easy and 
 a new way for quilters to broaden their quilting experience. Nancy is the author of 
 Simple Thread Painting published by the American Quilter’s Society, has taped  
 several episodes for Simply Quilts and Creative Living on PBS, has appeared in  
 national magazines and has won numerous quilting awards. Her quilts have won 
 Best of Show, Viewer’s Choice, Artistic Merit, Best Machine Workmanship and 
 Judge’s Recognition at recent shows and first place at Bernina University. 
 
 Nancy is totally addicted to thread painting and her enthusiasm in workshops can be contagious!!!  
            

 A note about Nancy Prince’s workshops:  

 
 Take time to watch the free 9 minute video on her website Stitches with Attitude! 

 Don't worry about thread selection.  Bring what you have as the technique is most important.           

 

 

http://98.129.44.69/ThreadPaintingStitcheswithAttitude-10.html
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Workshop: Quilting a Landscape Quilt  

                    Tuesday, May 3 

 

Time: 1:00-4:00 Cost: $25 plus kit fee of $20 

 Location: United Church of Colchester, Main Street, Colchester, VT   

 

 Quilting a landscape quilt is different than quilting a traditional 

 quilt. Remove all thoughts of feathers and crosshatching –  you 

          have to think terrain for the quilting to be effective. Learn how  

          easy it is to determine the appropriate quilting lines based on  

          different terrains and how simply changing the quilting detail  

          can create the illusion that one area is far away while another is 

          closer. And no, you will not have to relearn your quilting skills – 

          just change a bit how  you use those skills. Supply List 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Workshop: A Quick Peek at Threadpainting –  Wednesday, May 4  

 

Time: 9:00-3:30 Cost: $40 plus kit fee of $11.50  

Location: Essex Alliance Church, Old Stage Road, Essex, VT 

 

Thread painting my way is as simple as 1.2.3. Whether this is your first thread 

painted workshop or you want to add or advance your thread painting skills, then 

this is the workshop for you. This quick peek into thread painting will show that 

just by changing the direction and speed of the hoop the look of the stitch com-

pletely changes. Supply List  

 

 
Workshop policy for non-members: Members have priority for all workshops. However, we encourage 
interested non-members to put their names on the non-member waiting list at any time. If a workshop is not 
filled by the end of the meeting prior to the teacher’s lecture, non-members who are on the waiting list will 
be invited to enroll.  

http://www.nancyprince.com/uploads/Quilting_a_Landscape_Quilt.pdf
http://www.nancyprince.com/uploads/A_Quick_Peek_at_Thread_painting_03.pdf
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Volunteers needed for our upcoming Show and Fair 

We really need your help. Please find the tables in the lobby with the volunteer sign up sheets for the show 

and the fair, and the raffle quilt tickets. Your participation is vital.  

           The Show Committee 

Camp Abnaki Spring Session - update 
Payment is due at the April meeting for the spring session of Camp Abnaki, unless you have spoken to me 
and made other arrangements. 
I would like to have  photos of your sewing space for the game  by April 15. You can email me a photo or 
send a photo by snail mail. You and I are the only ones that will know it’s yours. I plan on posting these on 
a board at camp to see who can guess the most correct photos. 
Again the dates are April 28- May 1. 
                                                                                                                Teela Dufresne 

 

 
FORMS & INFORMATION FOR GUILD QUILT SHOW: “Once Upon a Time….” 
 

Greetings Quilters! 
 

Please let me introduce myself.  I’m starting my third year as a guild member and have been quilting just a 
bit longer than that. This year I’m volunteering as Registrar for our quilt show and while I still have much to 
learn about this job from my wonderful mentor June, I’m excited to help out and look forward to making 
many new friends along the way. 
 

Please visit the guild website for forms and information about the show.  Quilt entry categories and criteria 
remain the same including the Innovations category introduced last year under the ―non-traditional‖ cate-
gory.  Enter one or multiple quilts in any category with the limit of one entry per category to be judged.  
Registration deadline for all entries is Tuesday September 6. 
 

I will bring forms to upcoming meetings so find me there or contact me by email or phone if you have ques-
tions. 
 
Happy sewing,  Colette Kaiser (cbk.vermont@yahoo.com) 879-8917 (h) 

mailto:cbk.vermont@yahoo.com
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May Raffle Block 
  

Spring Yo-Yo Flowers 
 

 This 'block' is a throwback that has come around again. They could be used together in a wall hang-
ing  or to embellish things like tote bags or home dec items. I was going for light, clear spring florals with 
small prints, or tone on tone. Go for pink, yellow, purple or orange. Thirties re-pros would be nice. Charm 
packs would be perfect.  For the center yo-yo choose a med to light blue to unify the 'flower'. Each finished 
yo-yo is 1.5‖ by 1.75‖. 
 

  First create a 4 1/4‖ freezer paper template to cut 7 different fabrics. I found a small bowl the right 
size, or  you could use a compass. You may be able to stack the fabrics by pinning them together to cut them 
or the larger size Clover brand Yo-yo maker is perfect and may be a bit quicker. 
 

 Using a knotted sturdy thread, hand quilting, poly or a blend, baste the edge of the circle with  3/8‖ 
stitches about 3/8‖ around the whole edge. Overlap by one stitch and then gently pull to gather the yo-yo. As 
you do so make sure the edge is tucked in so the hole in the center will be turned under, not raw edge. You 
are aiming to close the hole as much a possible but it will be all scrunched up. Simply stitch across in an 'X' 
several times to secure the thread, and tie off with a couple of back stitches. Bury the thread by poking the 
needle into the center before cutting the end. Complete all 7 and lay them out in a pleasing way. Mark the 
spot on the center blue yo-yo where to attach each outer yo-yo, aiming for the center. Then stitch with a 
neutral or matching thread, several whip stitches at the same place. There will be little triangle spaces.  Have 
Fun! They can be quite addictive to make once you get started!! Finished block is about 5‖ square. 
 

Questions? Call me - Claire Graham-Smith 660-8903 or email claire@burlingtontelecom.net 

 

 

Finished yo-yo 

size is: 

1.5‖ by 1.75‖ 

Whole block is 

approximately 

5 ― across. 

mailto:claire@burlingtontelecom.net
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